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  FOOTHILLS PARK & RECREATION DISTRICT 
REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
January 26, 2021 

 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Jan 26, 2021 06:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Board Meeting 1/26/2021  Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ObpgpRU3RoyvselnXVFPWw 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: Director James called the regular meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Director James led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America. 
 
III.     ROLL CALL: Director Butman: Present 
     Director Bielkiewicz: Present 
     Director Meyer:  Present  
     Director Bosanko: Present 
     Director James:  Present  
  

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Paul Rufien, District Counsel; Ronald Hopp, Executive Director; Dennis Weiner, 
Director of Finance and Administrative Services; Derek Eberhardt, Director of Operations; Barb Butler, Director 
of Recreation Programs; Colin Insley, Director of Parks, Planning and Construction; Tom Woodard, Director of 
Golf; Richelle Riley, Recording Secretary; other Foothills staff and members of the public via Zoom webinar. 

 
Potential conflicts of interest were disclosed pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes 18-8-308(2), 24-18-109(3)(a), 
24-18-110, and 32-1-902(3).  

 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

Ronald Hopp requested to add to the agenda, Contract Negotiations, 24-6-402(4)(e), Colorado Revised Statutes, 
as a second Executive Session item. 

 
MOTION: Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve the January 26, 2021 agenda as 
amended. Director Bosanko seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, 
aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was approved. 

V. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 8, 2020 MINUTES: 

 MOTION:  Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve the minutes of the December 8, 
2020 board meeting as submitted. Director Bielkiewicz seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, 
aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was 
approved.  

 
VI. COMMUNITY COMMENTS: 
 
 Nancy Werkmeister, Wheat Ridge, thanked the Board for going forward with the clubhouse. Ms. Werkmeister 

recognized the issue about water is also in discussion, we can’t have one without the other. Ms. Werkmeister 
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asked the Board to keep their ears and thoughts open towards how to help solve the water issue. She offered that 
the group is ready to help out. 

 
 Michael Sexton, District resident, thanked the Board for listening to them, and echoed Ms. Werkmeister’s issue 

about the water, and offered their help in that regard. 
  
VII. DECISION ITEMS: 
 

A. Southwest Metropolitan/Platte Canyon Easement Requests 
 

Colin Insley welcomed his mom, Lillian Insley, who was in attendance from Oregon. 
 
Referring to the memo and information in the packet, Mr. Insley indicated there are two easement requests, 
one from Southwest Metropolitan Water and Sanitation District and the other from Platte Canyon Water and 
Sanitation District. Both of those districts are administered by the same staff. Referring to a location map, Mr. 
Insley explained both easements are for projects the water and sanitation districts want to do to replace a 
water line. He summarized the easement documents, and indicated Paul Rufien has had the opportunity to 
review these easement documents and approve them. Mr. Insley answered questions from the Board, and 
discussed the timeline. 
 
MOTION: Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve the Easement Agreement 
from Southwest Metropolitan Water and Sanitation District for waterline replacement in the Lilley Gulch 
Greenbelt and a second Easement Agreement from the Platte Canyon Water and Sanitation District for 
waterline replacement in the Millbrook Greenbelt, and authorize the Executive Director to execute the 
easement documents as discussed. Director Bielkiewicz seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director 
Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. 
The motion was approved. 
 

B. Clement Park Courts Design Contract 
 
The Clement Park Courts design project was identified through funds from the 2020 mill levy conversion and 
also SB-35 funds the District has on account from the Broadstone development at Bowles Crossing, Mr. 
Insley discussed according to the memo provided, and talked about the Request for Proposal process. He 
made a correction to the design contract amount in the motion, should be $129,881, with Norris Design, the 
recommended choice by staff. Mr. Insley answered questions from the Board. There was discussion regarding 
feasibility for a portion of the courts for Pickleball to have lighting for evening use, and getting input from 
user groups. 
 

  MOTION: Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors award the design contract in the 
amount of $129,881 to Norris Design for the purpose of tennis, Pickleball and basketball court improvements 
located at Robert F. Clement Park, and further authorize the Executive Director to execute the agreement 
subject to legal counsel and staff review. Director Butman seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director 
Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. 
The motion was approved.  

 
C. Architerra Agreement Addendum 

 
Mr. Insley recalled that in October, there was approval from the Board for an initial proposal for community 
outreach, as well as concept development and initial schematics, for parks that are planned to be redeveloped 
as part of the 2021 mill levy improvement projects. This proposal includes design services to move forward 
with Columbine Hills Park and Columbine Sports Complex, Westbury Greenbelt, and Victory Park, Mr. 
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Insley discussed referring to the memo provided. He said this proposal would include improvements at Easton 
Regional Park, Lakehurst, and Westfield parks. Mr. Insley answered questions from the Board. 
 
MOTION: Director Bosanko moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve the proposal from the 
Architerra Group to include construction design services and construction administration for Columbine Hills 
Park, Columbine Sports Park, Westbury Greenbelt and Victory Park, as well as preliminary design concept 
plans and application to Jefferson County for Robert A. Easton Regional Park in the amount of $135,875 and 
further authorize the Executive Director to sign the agreement as discussed. Director Meyer seconded the 
motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director 
Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was approved. 
 

D. Sixth Avenue West and Columbine West Pools Concept Design Proposal 
 

Referring to information in the packet, Derek Eberhardt discussed a proposal from Perkins & Will to provide 
planning services for concept designs for Sixth Avenue and Columbine West pools, and recalled Perkins & 
Will did a feasibility study in 2019. The purpose of this proposal would be to provide initial community 
engagement and planning services, and more cost estimates. Mr. Eberhardt provided background information 
for the pools. 
 
MOTION: Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve and authorize the Executive 
Director to execute the proposal from Perkins & Will to provide Concept Building and Site Design Planning 
for the Sixth Avenue West Pool and Columbine West Pool as discussed, subject to staff and legal counsel 
approval. Director James seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, aye; Director 
Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was 
approved. 
 
Mr. Hopp pointed out that Mira Theisen, from Perkins & Will, was in attendance. Ms. Theisen was involved 
with a lot of the feasibility of the various facilities that had been done in 2019. 
 

E. Ice Resurfacing Machine Replacement 
 

Barb Butler discussed that the 2021 budget includes funds that are allocated for a new ice resurfacing machine 
for the Edge Ice Arena. Ms. Butler provided background information, and talked about the proposal process. 
Bids were opened on January 18th; the low bid is what is recommended by staff, and came in from Zamboni. 
Ms. Butler outlined the proposal as provided in the packet, and pointed out information describing options, 
including battery type. She indicated there is an anticipated lead time of up to six months to make the 
Zamboni and get it delivered. There was discussion and questions were answered. 

 
MOTION: Director Bielkiewicz moved that the Foothills Board of Directors authorize the Executive Director 
to sign all necessary documents facilitating the trade-in of the existing “red” ice resurfacing machine and the 
purchase of a new ice resurfacing machine from the Zamboni Company with options to be determined by staff 
with a not-to-exceed net purchase price of $146,609.00, subject to review and approval by staff and legal 
counsel as discussed. Director Bosanko seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, aye; 
Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was 
approved. 
 

F. Belleview Village Metropolitan District Consent Resolution 
 

Mr. Hopp indicated the attorney for the Belleview Village Metropolitan District, which is part of the 
development that is happening on the northeast corner of Belleview and Simms, contacted Paul Rufien in 
December, 2020. Unbeknownst to that legal counsel, the developer of the property was going to include a tot 
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lot. The legal counsel determined this was an exercise of park and recreation powers and did not have park 
and recreation powers as part of the service plan, they are amending their service plan with Jefferson County. 
In order to obtain park and recreation powers, they must obtain a consent resolution from Foothills Park & 
Recreation District. Mr. Hopp made clear that the metro district is already fully within the Foothills 
boundaries so the District is collecting appropriate property taxes from the development. That metro district 
having park and recreation powers to maintain that tot lot is in the District’s best interest, and no additional 
cost is associated with that. Mr. Hopp recognized that their legal counsel, MaryAnn McGeady, was also on 
the call. In answer to Director James, Mr. Hopp confirmed the District has already received those park credits 
to the District’s account so there should be no negative impact in terms of park credits that would be available 
to the District.  
 
MOTION: Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve Consent Resolution No. 21-
001 for Belleview Village Metropolitan District as discussed. Director Bosanko seconded the motion. Poll of 
the Board: Director Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, aye; 
Director James, aye. The motion was approved. 

 
VIII. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
 

Highlighting the report provided, Mr. Hopp pointed out that the District was selected by the Colorado Parks and 
Recreation Association to receive a Columbine award for park renovation design for Phase C at Clement Park. 
The driving range at Foothills Golf course has been selected as a 2020 Golf Range Association top 50 driving 
range in the country. 

 
Mr. Hopp said that since the District was not able to do a holiday luncheon at the end of 2020, staff have been 
recognizing employees who have years of service, and there was a list of those employees attached. 
 
Mr. Insley presented for the Dutch Creek Trail planning grant through Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Mr. Hopp 
highlighted that the District received a Russian Olive tree removal grant. 
 
Mr. Hopp pointed out that staff requested an updated voter distribution list from Jefferson County for all of the 
District’s five wards to make sure they remain evenly distributed, and summarized the attached spreadsheet.  
 
Staff have sent out a Request for Qualifications to five planning firms in the Denver Metropolitan area to receive 
qualifications for services related to Foothills Golf course clubhouse design, Mr. Hopp discussed.  
 
Mr. Hopp pointed out staff are seeking feedback related to the park renaming request. Included in the information 
section of the packet are policies that staff solicited from other entities, and the District’s renaming policy. He 
asked feedback related to discussions about the policy and potential modifications, and also the consideration of 
the renaming. 
 
Adding to the report, Mr. Hopp said that the Roxborough Metropolitan District is in process of doing some master 
planning to potentially build a recreation center in their area. He discussed if they are successful with that and the 
District doesn’t have any involvement with it, it could impact the District’s IGA with them. 
 
At Coal Mine between Wadsworth and Pierce, there is a drainage project going on that is a County and Mile High 
Flood Control project, and they are impacting some the of the District’s managed properties there. The District 
got a request from individuals in the community who wanted to relocate some prairie dogs, Mr. Hopp discussed. 
Staff have worked with Colorado Parks and Wildlife to make sure there would be an allowable process. The 
District is not investing any funds, just allowing access to be able to capture prairie dogs from one side of the 
fence and move them to the other. 
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Mr. Hopp recognized Amber Stowe. She applied for, and was notified that the District received, a grant for 
$174,225 for relief for the District’s licensed childcare sites.  
 
Mr. Hopp discussed he had a conversation with an individual representing Mesa View Estates and discussion 
related to improvements at Estates Park. He talked about the agreement the District has with Mesa View Estates 
HOA, and questioned whether the Board would be open to the idea of an addendum to the agreement in an effort 
to try to expedite more capital projects sooner. If the Board is open to a concept that would provide more projects 
sooner, staff can work with the HOA to develop strategies and bring it back to the Board in the future. The Board 
expressed support. 

 
IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

A. Finance Update 
 

Dennis Weiner presented the financial update through December 31, 2020 as provided in the packet. 
Throughout 2020, a common theme through the report is the District has had to deal with significant financial 
challenges related to COVID-19. Mr. Weiner spoke about highlights of the report. Looking at the bottom line, 
the 2020 budget was better than planned, Mr. Weiner explained. 

 
Christina Maxwell, president of the Saturday Morning Women’s Golf League at Foothills, inquired about the 
proposal sent out to contractors for the clubhouse, and expressed assumption that the financials performed 
fabulously, considering they are asking for a big clubhouse remodel. 

 
B. Year-end Quarterly Reports 

 
Dennis Weiner presented a fourth quarter update for the Administrative Services departments. He talked 
about financial performance for 2020 and spoke about activity for the fourth quarter within Human Resources 
and Information Technology as provided in the packet. 

 
Derek Eberhardt reported the bottom line financials for 2020 for Leisure Services were lower than planned. 
He touched on highlights for the entire department as detailed in the report provided. Barb Butler talked about 
2020 accomplishments and challenges with the pandemic and extended kudos to Leisure Services’ staff. 
Director James acknowledged Ms. Butler’s 25th anniversary with the District.  
 
In answer to Director Bielkiewicz, Mr. Eberhardt discussed LEED certification and ongoing evaluation of the 
Phase II ESCO. Mr. Hopp said staff are proposing to have McKinstry present at the February board meeting 
with their findings related to energy savings. 
 
Tom Woodard presented a fourth quarter, 2020 update for the Golf department as provided in the packet. 
Highlighting the report, he indicated it has been well documented how the golf industry has flourished 
through the pandemic, and went over record-setting numbers. Mr. Woodard talked about irrigation needs for 
Foothills golf course. Mr. Woodard extended thanks to staff at the golf courses. 
 
Referring to how well Golf and Leisure Services have done, having to shift and change regulations, Mr. 
Insley recognized that the parks were able to be open the entire time and have a sense of normalcy in this 
COVID atmosphere, and thanked all of Parks’ staff. Mr. Insley highlighted the fourth quarter, 2020 report for 
the Parks, Planning and Construction department as provided in the packet. 
 
Mr. Hopp provided a fourth quarter, 2020 update for Marketing and Community Outreach as provided in the 
packet. He highlighted that the supervisor of Marketing and Community Outreach is part of the three times 
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per week management/COVID meetings, along with the HR manager. That has helped with streamlining the 
process to get the information out to the public, Mr. Hopp explained. 
 

C. 2021 Capital Update 
 

Referring to the memo provided, Mr. Hopp discussed funds in the 2021 budget for capital improvements and 
equipment. The funds represent an increase from 2020, and from previous years. The 2017 successful mill 
levy and the conversion in November, 2020 were significant in that regard. Mr. Hopp detailed the capital 
funding categories, and pointed out the attached spreadsheet identifying projects for 2021. He emphasized 
100 percent of the 2021 funds generated from the 2020 election will be used for capital projects. Mr. Hopp 
recognized there may be things that change throughout the year, but this list is going to be 90 percent-plus, 
accurate as to what needs to happen during 2021. 
 

D. COVID-19 Update 
 

Using screen share presentation, Mr. Hopp talked about what jurisdictional orders the District has currently. 
On January 14th, the District applied for, and received, an organized sports waiver from the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment, Mr. Hopp explained. He discussed that Jefferson County is at 
Level Orange and what additional services that has allowed the District. Continuing financial mitigation, Mr. 
Hopp recognized the District was very successful in 2020. In terms of 2021, Mr. Hopp discussed the CARES 
Act reimbursement funds to be used toward COVID related expenses. He provided status of parks, golf 
courses, facilities and programs. Mr. Hopp talked about the 5 Star Program that staff are continually 
analyzing. Mr. Hopp finalized how the District ended the year as far as mitigating the financial exposure that 
the District had related to COVID from a revenue and expense perspective; staff were able to turn around 
what was thought would be a deficit of $1.8 million to about a $1.6 million surplus. Mr. Hopp extrapolated 
what that looks like for 2021. 

 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

A. Personnel Matters per 24-6-402(4)(f), C.R.S. 
B. Contract Negotiations per 24-6-402(4)(e), C.R.S. 

  MOTION:  Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors move into Executive Session to 
discuss Personnel Matters pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 24-6-402(4)(f) and to discuss Contract 
Negotiations pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 24-6-402(4)(e). Director Bosanko seconded the motion. 
Poll of the Board: Director Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director Bosanko, 
aye; Director James, aye. The motion was approved.  

 
The regular meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. Executive Session started at 8:35pm and ended at 10:22pm. The 
regular meeting reconvened at 10:23pm. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT:  

The regular meeting was adjourned at 10:23pm. The next regular board meeting will be held at 6pm on Tuesday, 
February 23, 2021. 

Submitted by:  Richelle Riley, Recording Secretary 
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