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  FOOTHILLS PARK & RECREATION DISTRICT 
REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
May 25, 2021 

 
Zoom Option: 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: May 25, 2021 06:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Board Meeting 5/25/2021 Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Dqud89sZTWOTv-p6FD-joQ 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: Director James called the regular meeting to order at 6:03pm. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Director James led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America. 
 
 
III.     ROLL CALL: Director Butman: Present 
     Director Bielkiewicz: Present 
     Director Meyer:  Present  
     Director Trimble: Present arrived 6:17pm 
     Director James:  Present  
  

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Paul Rufien, District Counsel; Ronald Hopp, Executive Director; Dennis Weiner, 
Director of Finance and Administrative Services; Derek Eberhardt, Director of Operations; Barb Butler, Director 
of Recreation Programs; Colin Insley, Director of Parks, Planning and Construction; Tom Woodard, Director of 
Golf; Richelle Riley, Recording Secretary; other Foothills staff and members of the public. 

 
Potential conflicts of interest were disclosed pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes 18-8-308(2), 24-18-109(3)(a), 
24-18-110, and 32-1-902(3).  

 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

MOTION: Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve the May 25, 2021 agenda as 
submitted. Director Bielkiewicz seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, aye; Director 
Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was approved. 
 

V. APPROVAL OF APRIL 27, 2021 MINUTES: 
 
 MOTION:  Director Meyer moved that the Foothills Board of Directors approve the minutes of the April 27, 

2021 board meeting as submitted. Director Butman seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director Butman, 
aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was approved.  
 

VI. COMMUNITY COMMENTS: 
 
 Director James opened the floor for community comments. He mentioned in order to facilitate easier and help 

audio for the Zoom call, the Board will be speaking without masks and would recommend the board members and 
audience to still wear masks while inside the facility.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Dqud89sZTWOTv-p6FD-joQ
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 Diane Suchomel, district resident, thanked the Board for the improvements at Alper’s Farm Park. Director James 
expressed thanks to Ms. Suchomel for all the continued support and feedback she gives to the District. 

 
VII. DECISION ITEMS: 
 

A. Board Election of Officers 
 

The board election of officers is traditionally held in May. Referring to the memo provided, Ronald Hopp 
indicated officer assignments can be changed or continue with the current officers, and outlined the 
procedure. A motion can be made for election of officers for Chair, First Vice Chair, Second Vice Chair, 
Treasurer, and Secretary. There was board discussion. 
 
MOTION: Director James moved that the Foothills Board of Directors elect the following slate of officers: 
Bill Meyer, Chair; Mike Bielkiewicz, First Vice Chair; Phillip Trimble, Second Vice Chair; Tim James, 
Treasurer; Kyle Butman, Secretary. Director Bielkiewicz seconded the motion. Poll of the Board: Director 
Butman, aye; Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Meyer, aye; Director James, aye. The motion was approved. 

 
B. Colorado Select Girls Hockey Association Contract Assignment 

 
Referring to the memo provided, Barb Butler said the District received a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) that states that the Colorado Select Girls Hockey Association is moving their girl’s program under 
Littleton Hockey Association and combining their girls to create a division called Colorado 14ers. Referring 
to information in the packet, Ms. Butler explained the associations are requesting that the contracts the 
District has with Colorado Select Girls Hockey Association be assigned to Littleton Hockey Association.   
 
Brigette Swartz, Colorado Select Girls Hockey Association president, via Zoom, was available to answer 
questions and there was discussion. Paul Rufien pointed out the Colorado Select Girls agreement mirrors the 
Littleton and Foothills hockey agreements because they wanted a similar agreement. Regarding whether there 
are other programs that would want the opportunity to merge, Ms. Butler discussed there are three 
associations currently at the rink, and not aware of any desire for Foothills Hockey Association to combine, 
they don’t have a girl’s hockey league. Director Meyer acknowledged it is an agreement between the 
associations, they are just asking the Board to approve it. There was discussion about their hour usage. 
 

  MOTION: Director Bielkiewicz moved that the Foothills Board of Directors authorize the Executive Director 
to sign all necessary documents facilitating the assignment of the Colorado Select Girls Hockey Association 
Ice Rental Agreement to Littleton Hockey Association. Director Butman seconded the motion. Poll of the 
Board: Director Bielkiewicz, aye; Director Trimble, abstain; Director James, aye; Director Butman, aye; 
Director Meyer, aye. The motion was approved.  

 
VIII. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
 

Highlighting the report provided, Mr. Hopp pointed out the reported allocated hours and use hours for Edge Ice 
Arena. 
 
Mr. Hopp thanked Director Bielkiewicz for attending a community meeting at Lakehurst Park where there have 
been challenges with obscure easements and pathways. The community called together a meeting and staff are 
continuing to have conversations, Mr. Hopp discussed. 
 
Regarding the policy that was approved at the last board meeting considering open carry of firearms, Mr. Hopp 
said staff have implemented that policy with signage, and those sort of things. Director Meyer had communicated 
his understanding that it also would include concealed carry in the District’s contracts; Mr. Hopp discussed the 
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types of contracts and agreements the District has that would be included. Staff want to ascertain which contracts 
would be targeted moving forward with all the contracts and would like to get Board direction related to that. He 
indicated the signage on the doors relate to open carry, there are state laws governing concealed carry. Mr. Hopp 
recognized at this point in time, staff believe the District cannot prohibit its own employees from having 
concealed carry.  
 
Director Meyer questioned, while looking to include language in agreements that the open carrying of any firearm 
is prohibited, why couldn’t similar language for carrying concealed be included as well. He added to the extent 
that it’s an issue, it is a contract term that potentially could be negotiated and thinks we would want to include it 
in everything. 
 
Mr. Rufien proposed the open carry language is most applicable to rental agreements, similar to signage that the 
District is going to be doing, and recognized there are a whole array of contracts. Mr. Rufien discussed belief that 
the District can include prohibiting concealed carry within its contracts. He recommended not putting it in the 
large construction contracts. The incident that lead to this entire conversation is applicable to the Independent 
Contractor agreements, that does include a wide range of individuals or small groups of individuals, Mr. Rufien 
discussed and gave examples. He recommended that moving forward, with the Board’s guidance, leave it to some 
discretion of staff as to whether a particular contract needs or benefits from that provision or not. Mr. Rufien 
suggested to not get into a situation where each one of these contracts are going to need to be brought to the 
Board first as to whether it needs that provision. 
 
Director Meyer reiterated that with the incident that led to this, would like to see a broader limitation than just 
open carrying prohibited and agreed that not each one of these needs to be brought to the Board to be resolved. 
Board discussion ensued. 

 
Regarding prioritization, Director James suggested the contractors providing service in the facilities over that of 
construction would be where to start, then could go deeper. Mr. Hopp recognized the Board would want to be 
more inclusive than exclusive with that provision in the contracts.  
 
Mr. Hopp brought to the Board’s attention that the District received a referral for the service plan for the Hogback 
Metropolitan District and discussed. It is their intent to include into the Ken Caryl Ranch Metropolitan District. 
Staff would have requested inclusion had they intended to not include somewhere, he explained. 
 
Mr. Hopp pointed out the Colorado School of Mines engineering students came up with a plan for a new Hine 
Lake Pier. 
 
Adding to the report, Mr. Hopp thanked Directors James and Bielkiewicz for attending the mural grand opening at 
Ridge Recreation Center. Mr. Hopp discussed all of the District’s reservoirs are full. Staff are going to reinstitute 
the Foothills Magazine and plan to have a fall edition.  
 
Mr. Hopp discussed problems at 6th Avenue West pool. Using screen share, he talked about compromised supply 
lines that go down under the pool and compromised pipe, showing photos. He explained running temporary 
supply lines would not be a cheap or timely proposition. Staff would probably like to focus efforts on the new 
project. He suggested asking the designers to pause the design process related to Columbine West because it is 
planning to be open, and focus efforts on 6th Avenue West pool. There was discussion about accommodations for 
the Stingrays swim team, Derek Eberhardt elaborated. The Board agreed to move forward with efforts towards 6th 
Avenue West pool. Mr. Hopp confirmed staff can question the architects, if Columbine West is paused and all 
efforts focused on 6th Avenue West, how quickly can that process get going. 
 
Mr. Hopp indicated he and Dennis Weiner are meeting with Stifel to kick off the COP process. Based upon the 
current construction climate and escalating prices, he suggested the District is going to need all of $30 million, if 
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not more, and need direction from the Board that $30 million is okay to pursue. He reminded the Board of the five 
projects: Clubhouse, Columbine West, 6th Avenue West, Trails project, and ESCO project. Mr. Hopp confirmed 
staff can track at least $30 million at this point in time, and continue to process with the designs for these projects. 

 
IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
   

A. 2020 Audit Report 
 

Dennis Weiner communicated that between January and May of this year, our internal staff analyzed the 
District’s financial statements for 2020. They also worked with our audit firm, Eide Bailly through the audit 
process. Copies of the audit report were distributed to the Board. Two representatives from Eide Bailly were 
in attendance to speak about the audit process and financial statements, Paul Kane and Alex Arndt.  
 
Paul Kane said there are no management letter comments to report, no audit adjustments, no audit findings. 
Using screen share, Mr. Kane summarized the two-page Independent Auditor’s Report. He highlighted items 
in the Management’s Discussion and Analysis report and financial statements. Mr. Kane went over the Letter 
to Governance which is required communication to governance of the Board. He pointed out the General 
Accounting Standards Board has set thirteen standards that are effective in the next couple of years. The 
biggest one is leases, Mr. Kane explained.  
 
The Board expressed appreciation for a clean audit. 

 
B. Finance Update  

 
Dennis Weiner reported the financial update through April 30, 2021 as included in the packet. Mr. Weiner 
spoke about the highlights of the finance update including operating revenues, operating expenditures, net 
operating loss, non-operating revenue and expenditures. Looking at the bottom line, through April 30th, net 
revenue was unfavorable to the plan. 
 

C. COVID-19 Update 
 

Using screen share, Mr. Hopp talked about the current mask order, and explained the COVID dial has moved 
to level clear. He outlined a snapshot showing COVID cases for Jefferson County. Staff are continuing 
financial mitigation. Funds from the CARES Act have been received which are reimbursements for 
expenditures directly related to COVID, Mr. Hopp discussed. The District received a grant for the licensed 
child care program. The Special District Association is continuing to advocate for a portion of federal funds 
allocated to the state of Colorado, Mr. Hopp explained. An update was provided for status of parks, golf 
courses, facilities, and programming areas. Mr. Hopp went over the spreadsheet of the financial impact of 
COVID-19. The impact is tracking and trending better than originally thought. 
 
Given that, Mr. Hopp indicated if things continue in the direction that they are, maybe there is another 
COVID-19 update in June, then in future meetings the financial impacts could be done as part of the finance 
update, unless things trend differently. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT:  

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm. The next regular board meeting will be held at 6pm on Tuesday, 
June 22, 2021. 

Submitted by:  Richelle Riley, Recording Secretary 
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